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Temporary Exhibitions Press Preview – interviews
The arrival of the V&A’s World Ceramics exhibition at the Pera Museum in Istanbul is something to be celebrated. It is a ceramic wedding, but one of a very traditional type. On the one side, as the bridegroom perhaps, is the Victoria and Albert Museum. Founded in 1852, it has lived at the same site in South Kensington, London, for more than a hundred and fifty years. The Museum is not only very old but also very rich, with more than 35,000 ceramic objects from a wide range of periods and places. On the other side is the Pera Museum, founded in 2005. This very young bride comes to the wedding with a ceramic dowry of its own – an outstanding collection of more than 300 fritware ceramics produced in Kütahya, which was brought together by the Museum’s founders, Suna and İnan Kıraç.
The Victoria and Albert Museum, founded 150 years ago, is the world's leading museum of art and design. This exhibition draws on its internationally renowned ceramics collections and features masterpieces of world ceramic art from the ancient world to the present day. It  explores how cultural exchanges across the world and new technological discoveries dramatically changed ceramic history.  Ranging from early ceramics of China, to luxury wares of Renaissance courts, from İznik tiles to Sèvres porcelains, the 115 outstanding and unique examples of world ceramics will be displayed at İstanbul Pera Museum from May 15th. The exhibition was previously shown in Korea, Germany and Syria.
The V&A has the largest ceramics collection in existence. Its holdings range from ancient Egyptian artefacts and early examples of Chinese porcelain to contemporary studio pottery and industrially designed ceramics. In September 2009 the V&A will open new galleries to house its world renowned collection. The refurbishment of the galleries has provided a unique opportunity to tour internationally 116 of the V&A’s greatest ceramic treasures, many of which have not been seen outside the V&A since their acquisition. The exhibition has been shown in three international cities already – Seoul, Düsseldorf, Damascus and now as the fourth city Istanbul – all of which have an important ceramic heritage.
SUNA AN İNAN KIRAÇ FOUNDATION

PERA MUSEUM

Suna and İnan Kıraç Foundation Pera Museum in İstanbul, Turkey is the first cultural initiative of the Suna and Inan Kiraç Foundation, which was founded by the Kiraç Family to lead projects in the fields of culture, arts and science; the Pera Museum was established in early June 2005. The Museum is part of the Foundation's overall goal of developing cultural activities. As part of this initiative, the Suna and Inan Kıraç Foundation undertook the renovation of an historic building constructed in 1893, the rehabbed butter-colored curlicue structure just nearby the famous Pera Palas Hotel that was built to serve passengers arriving from Europe on the posh Orient Express. Equipped with modern and state-of-the-art features, Pera Museum has evolved into one of the most important culture and arts venues of the city Istanbul. The Museum’s permanent collections have been endowed by the Kiraç Family, their private unique collections: “Orientalist Paintings”, “Kütahya Tiles and Ceramics” and “Anatolian Weights and Measures”; these collections have expanded through acquisitions and donations. The first and second floors of the Pera Museum are dedicated to these three permanent collections. Since its inauguration, the Museum has hosted a series of national and international temporary exhibitions, most of which were a first in Turkey and the Museum continues to host yearly four to five exceptional exhibitions. One of the Museum’s main missions is to celebrate a wide range of art disciplines. Until now the Museum’s repertoire of temporary exhibitions has cherished and exhibited the works by masters such as Jean Dubuffet, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Otto Mauer, Rembrandt, Niko Pirosmani, Josef Koudelka and Joan Miro; Pera Museum has also collaborated with internationally renowned collections like FNAC and FRAC’s of France, JP Morgan Chase, Tate Britain and the Victoria and Albert Museum; also presenting the works of Lewis, Reynolds, Roberts, Picasso, Matisse, Braque, Chagall, Warhol, Haring, Basquiat, Gilbert & George, Sherman, Beuys, Koons and other acclaimed artists.

